[Transmission of Borna disease virus as etiopathogenetic factor in schizophrenia and affective disorders].
Borna Disease Virus (BDV) is a negative single-stranded ribonucleic acid (RNA) virus, showing strong neurotropism. BDV may infect many different warm-blooded animal species, causing neurological and behavioral disorders. Seroepidemiological studies suggest the existence of human infections with BDV and their higher prevalence in psychiatric patients. Using different serological assays, anti-BDV antibodies were found in about 10%-20% of patients with schizophrenia, and in 1%-2% of the control group of healthy subjects. There are also reports on BDV antigens and BDV RNA in peripheral blood mononuclear cells of human subjects, and in the brain tissue examined during the autopsy in patients with psychiatric disorders. Higher prevalence of BDV infection markers was also found in the group of patients with affective illness. A hypothesis was put forward on the activation of BDV-infection in patients with affective illness during acute episode. There are also reports on higher BDV-seropositivity in various psychiatric disorders compared with healthy control subjects. It also would be purposeful to study a possibility of BDV infections in patients with psychiatric disturbances, having their onset in childhood or adolescence.